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non sculement des batiments mais une
nation. Dans un lieu ott les cicatrices de histoire
réeente ¢taient encore visibles, Khoury a bid
le Boi8. aux allures faussement guerrieres, pour
narguer la guerre ety danser les nuits de la paix
retrouvée. A Beyrouth, on a parfois [impression
de courir sur un tapis roulant ; on faisait la féte
pendant la guerre. On continue aujourd’hui.
Ca balance a Beyrouth ! Etsi les Libanais
sortent tant le soir, c’est aussi pour sc choisir
des communautés, bien a soi, amicales
ct ouvertes, loin des traditions religicuses et

des identités que 'on sait, parfois, meurtricres.

Je reviendrai, inch’Allah, a Beyrouth. Et je

reverrai Byblos. Tout pres a 37 km, ot toutes

les civilisations de la Mdditerranée sont venues

planter leurs tentes et leurs dieux. Temple
dgyptien, nécropole royale, théatre romain,
chateau des croisés, églises et mosquées.
Dijebail, c'est son nom aujourd’hui, renait
aux parfums des nuits d’Orient et des jours
au zénith. Alice et Roger Eddé, nouveaux
scigneurs de Byblos, font vivre et revivre

la plus ancienne cité du monde.

Et, enfin, de retour 2 Beyrouth. Bonjour a
toutes les Méditerrandes ; je veux encore réver
sur la corniche, ou des jeunes filles qui portent
I'hijab (e voile) marchent fort coquettement
bras dessus, bras dessous avec leurs copines
en minijupe. La, jentendrai battre le coeur
de cette ville agitée et clinquante, qui soffre
ct se dérobe, se maquille et se voile. Oui, nous

irons a Beyrouth. |
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™\ of what was called “"the
Switzerland of the Middle East.”
This was the era before the bloody
war, which broke out in 1975
and dragged on until 1990.

The city's 18 religious commu-
nities were proud of their peace-
ful coexistence, living in close
proximity between mountain and
sea. Remember how people were
tanned year round, the luxury cars,
women with long lashes, the fes-
tivals, balls, casinos.

The Corniche on parade. Visit
Hamra, the area of the city with
the most shops. You can find
everything here, including an in-
credibly warm welcome. The
Palestinian jeweler, Sunnite crafts-

man and Shiite Rolex salesman all
play cards at the Café de Paris.

On the famous Beirut Corniche,
the entire city is on parade. Joggers
runinthe early hours, lovers spoon
at night, families amble about, chil-
dren eat exquisite sorbet. Sunsets
are soft; the Café Raouda, where it's
so quiet you can hear the water
lapping, is a great place to watch
them. It's evening coffee time, and
because people here like foreign-
ers, you may get one on the house.
Coffee is served for different occa-
sions—early morning, after parties,
post-funeral or post-wedding, cof-
fee klatsches, political coffee talk,
or like tonight, seaside evening
coffee—a peaceful brew of hot
water and orange blossoms.

The sunshine is radiant the next
day. Lunch in Beirut is an institu-
tion. You can go nearly anywhere,
as there are so many good  —\J
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