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Filipinos import Christmas traditions from home

Holiday season is a time for food, fireworks and plenty of noise

Tiare Rath
Daity Star statf

aria Elena Fe Libertad
Mmissﬁ the noise. In her
home country, midnight

on Dec. 25 turns into a massive
celebration, with people spilling
into the streets, shouting and set-
ting off fireworks.

But this is Lebanon, and here,
she said, “there is no noise.”

Libertad is one of an estimat-
ed 15,000 to 20,000 Flipinos —
the wvast majority of them
Catholics — who will celebrate
Christmas in Lebanon this year.
Although their community is
large and their faith a significant
part of their culture, few will be
able to observe the Christmas
holiday in the fraditional man-
ner as their primary employ-
ment is in the service industry.

“It {can) really feel lonely
during the time of Christmas, es-
pecially when they can't go to
church,” said Gestie Advincula,
also known as Father Augustine,
who is the religious leader for
the Filipino Christian communi-
ty in Lebanon.

*They will always remember

their family because for us,
Christmas is a family day.”

“The important thing is the
family - you get together,” ex-
plained Joanne Asuncion, who
works at Shogun restaurant in
downtown. “But here you're
alone, just working. You cannot
celebrate here because all you
have ... is work.”

With a nine-day mass known
as Misa de Aguinaldo, Christ-
mas in the Philippines is closer
toa two-week atfair than a one-
day celebration. But for most
Filipinos here, the festivities
shrink to one-day celebration
held on Sunday, which rarely
falié_; nnd[}er. 25 ot et

unday is usually the day o
given to maids who wm;; in
Lebanon, and the country’s Fl-
ipino community islargely made
up of service workers and house
maids. Only the fortunate are
able to attend all nine Misa de
Aguinaldo masses —each lasting
an hour - preceding Christmas,

“It’s very important,” said
Father Augustine. “Christmas
would not be complete with-
out these nine days of masses.”

Misa de Aguinaldo is tradi-

Madrid, Pajanconi and Temporosa Iigt candles

uist. Francis Church

in Hamra following a Misa de Aguinaldo service

tionally held at 4am. Here Father
Augustine conducts an early-
morning service at Azarieh
(Lazarite) Church in Achrafieh
to-accommodate those who can
make it, but those who can take
more personal time than just
Sundays usually attend the al-
ternate mass at 5t Francis
Church in Hamra at 6pm,

“It depends on the employ-
er,” said Mercy Madrid, one of
50 pxrle at the first Misa de
Aguinaldo mass last Saturday.

Avic, who did not want her
last name used, spent six years

working as a private maid in
Verdun and now baby-sits
Asuncion’s 3-yearold daugh-
ter. She said while she general-
ly got along with her employers,
they usually only let her take
Sundays off, even on Christmas.

“ asked, and they would say
no,” she said. *They can't be-

cause they have a baby.”
“This is the big problem be-
cause most of the Flipino work-

ers here are ted up with their
employers and can't leave. We're
quite lucky that I have regular
working hours,” said Julius Sa-

Phedn by Asukic

gusay, the Lebanon leader of the
Philippines-based Couples for
Christ who also works at an ad-
verlising agency.

Christmas masses for the Fil-
ipino community will be held
on Tuesday, Dec. 25, but many
will instead attend mass two
days beforehand. The services
in Achrafieh will include a mass
honoring employers.

I his four years in Lebanon,
Father Augustine has heard
horror stories from some Fil-
ipinos who were locked in
rooms, abused and had their
pay withheld. As a result, many
question ‘why  he insists on
inviting employers and giving
them angels for the “day of
gratitude,” as he calls it. He an-
swers that by providing them
with employment, most have
impmve:i the way of life for the
workers' families at home.

*Usually those who would re-
spond and attend the day of grat-
itude are the good employers,”
he said. “As for the bad ones, we
can't reach out to them.”

A party will be held after the
service where Hlipino Christ-
mas delicacies will be served

Striking design melds with social commentary in architect's work

“Things are possible in Beirut, which aren’t possible anywhere else’

Samar Kanafani

Dhaity Star staff
Architect Bernard lﬂmu{ﬁ getsa
kick out of flirting with the ind-

ulgences of the Lebanese leisure
class, building social commen-
tary as he entertains their
wildest whims in an intentional-
ly awkward juxtaposition with
impoverished surroundings,

med by his design of the
B018 nightclub, Khoury finds
joy in contradictions.

But at no time during his in-
terview withThe Daily Star last
week did the 30-somethin
Harvard graduate, student o
the renowned French architect
Jean Nouvel and holder of a
Borromini  Special Mention
Award, slip into criticism of the
lifestyle of wealthy people who
frequent his nightspots.

'I!'{hal would be EHS{E ¢ o

is concepts smack of cyni-
cism, but I'Jli'u:n.ir).r makes no
false pretenses of moral superi-
ority over the sliver of society
to which he belongs.

Rather than step aside and
point his finger at the irony of
privileged entertainment in the
midst of human hardship, he
takes his place within the pre-
sumed circle of blame.

“Architecture is a political
act and involves marking the
city with social, political and
economic situations,” he said,

A computer-generated cross-sec-
tion of the Japanese restaurant

adding, "the more one 15 spe-
cific in doing so, the more in-
teresting the city becomes.”

In his latest project, a Japan-
ese restaurant on Damascus
Road, Khoury has guests carried
ona4.5-meter wide circular pad
down a vertical 7.5-meter Jass
shaft into a subterranean dining
area. Diners arrive in a banguet-
like fashion, in view of the al-
ready-seated Euﬁsts,

[nstead of having the guests’

names a;mmmced, HJK;:gmryd is
cont ating installing video
r:am{?r:sp inmtllge shaft and trans-
itting real-time images of the
arrival ceremony to the internet,
where diners' friends “can watch
them from Paris or New York.”
When his client first approa-
ched about the project,
he “realized that the project was
so out of place that it couldn’t
possibly be built anywhere else,”
he said with a mischievous smile.
“We've already missed too
many opportunities to comment
on the complexity of our soci-
ety,” he added more soberly.
Located right outside the
Beirut Central District, and just
out of reach of the govern-
ment's: large-scale reconstruc-
tion efforts, which Khoury alt-
ernately brands “naive,” “rom-
antic” and “insipid,” the rest-
aurant — when completed in
January — will be adjacent to a
disheveled building that houses
families displaced by the war.
ﬁ-‘ill-b:B;]l mil buildi d‘s [ul:ll.lf-
tions kept underground - the
arrival pad and gllgsnshaﬂ alone
are visible from the street — the
Japanese restaurant and club
take to extremes the notion of
exclusive access for agivensocial
circle, both isolating and protect-
ing its members from the bleak
and troubled reality outside.
The putcome is an “intro-
verted” structure, he said,

which asserts itself in the city
with all its clean formalism, but
also negotiates with the city's
unavoidable constraints,

“Mr architechire isn't your
typical sweet romantic story. It
looks for and underlines situa-
tions, using the city’s specifics,”
Khoury said in hisoffice in Zouk.

Like his two other major de-
signs here (BO1B and a restau-
rant called Central in Gemai-
zeh), Khoury dubs the Japanese
restaurant a “vulgar program,”
meaning that it bears wilness to
a set of social, economic and
political contradictions in a
manner so extreme as to assume
prominent presence in the city.

However, Khoury said, “the
danger of doing such projects is
that they are misunderstood.”

According to him, because
of the lack of opportunities af-
ter the war for architects to de-
sign new buildings for publicin-
stitutions - those existing were
either unharmed or renovated
— political intervention through
architecture has been trans-
ferred to private projects,

“To design a restaurant is
similar to designing a barber
shop. Strange, but things are
possible in Beirut, which aren't
possible anywhere else.”

The ceremony of arrival and
inter-class tensions also figure
in the design of Central, a
restaurant/pub which Khoury
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built in an old house on the
verge of disintegration; com-
pleted in September.
Mimicking the “surgical”
methods used in the rehabilita-
tion of war-torn buildings in the
BCD, Khoury wrapped the
house in metal bracing to rein-
force it, gutted its internal sup-
porting walls, and then de-
signed and rebuilt its interior,
But instead of re-plastering
the external walls, as Solidere did
in BCI), he kept the metal brac-
ing and left the crumbling sand-
stone walls naked and eroding.
With a new wall built to pro-
tect and shield the interior from
weather, the concept of protec-
ting and maintaining the exclu-
sivity of a certain class is as pre-

and a contest will be held to
judge the best parol, a tradi-
tional Filipino lantern usually
made in the shape of the star,
The lanterns are an important
element of Christmas, and are
hung across the Philippines as
early as September.

Madrid and her friends Sal-
ly Temporosa and Brenda Pa-
janconi have already made

arols to hang in their rooms
or the holidays, and plan to en-
ter the contest on Dec. 23.The
day will be maore like Christmas
than Dec. 25, as they, like many
others, will work on Christmas.

Work will interfere with an-
other Filipino tradition, whichis
to hop from house to house, eat-
ing and uxﬁhurg;in ifts at each
on Christmas day. Ten Filipinos
who have their own apart-
ments. including Sagusay, will
celebrate the custom, which he
described as “like a fiesta.”

His 22-yearold daughter
Emmylou said they felt fortu-
nate that they were able to at-
tend Christmas mass and the
Misa de Aguinaldo.

But, she said, even they will
miss the noise.

The cylindrical bar at Central - the cover can slide open to the night air

sent here as it was in the Jap-
anese restaurant.

The external deterioration,
which Khoury calls “a poetry of
deterioration,” is sharply con-
trasted by the clean and pol-
ished surfaces inside.

By far the most striking ele-
ment of Central is a rectangu-
lar dining table, which Khoury
designed to look like a confer-
ence table, fitting it with micro-
phone-looking lights.

A passape leads directly from
the latchen to the centeér of the
table, where the waiter is trapped
and confined to either serving
the guests or returning to the kit-
chen — another of Khoury's bla-
tant remarks om class differences
and designated social roles.

NOS PRIX
SPECIAUX
lfp BRUSHING 15,0000 L.L
erie v BAIN D'HUILE 2d 00 14,000 1.1
ol s ;' CHIGNON F0.000 1.1
& s T EE coure 35.000 Lt
TEINTURE 35,000 L
DEFRISAGE 50000 LL
Michel & Eddy  rermanente 1200 F5000 Lt
birar, T AMdoaitater BALAYAGE ?5,000 LL
Ader El Tioh, Verdun
fab o7 gptrsy  LOWLIGHT a0 L
0FBT20 HIGHLIGHT FEON0 LA

RESTAURANT BAR

Mar Manoun st Saifi | tel. 01 57 58 58

- ACHRAFIEN, 01216555 HAMRA, 01 355480 KASLIK, 09540015

Miss France

JlisS EUrOPE i

Dec. 29ih, 9:000m

Jied 1y Mboavitind Events Organisation r--"'-r-\
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Alexander Rowe and Anthony Bonja

Beauty pageant to be held in Beirut

lihane Akoury
Special to The Daily Star

A press conference was held Wednesday at the Monroe Ho-
telin Beirut, prior to the Miss Europe 2001 beauty pageant,
which will take place on Dec. 29 at the Beirut Internation-
al Exhibition and Leisure Center.

Roger Zeiler, president of Mondial Events Organization,
predicted that “European ambassadors will discover this

wonderful count

and fall under its charm.”
Khalil Abou Chawareb, New-

"s vice-chairman, ex-

plained that television coverage of the event would also
help millions to learn more about Lebanon. Anthony Bon-
ia, chairman of Bonja Group, said co-organizing this event
was a reflection of the group’s belief in elegance and in

Lebanon’s cultural heritage.

P by Khald Hessan

YOUR DAILY STARS

Aries Mar 21 - Apc 19

This is not a day to be short-
sighted. If you have negl-
ected your lover lately, he
or she may be showing in-
terest in someone else.
Backtrack quickly.

Taurus Apr 20 - May 20
Become involved in a sou-
nd money-making deal and
you should do well. Family
outings will be more bene-
ficial than you realize.

Gemini May 21 - Jun 20
Stay on top of things, es-
pecially  problems with
educational  imstitutions
or hospitals. Don't be too
quick to give up. Obtain
all the necessary informa-
tion first,

Cancer Jun 21 - 1l 22
You ecan't do  everything
alone. You will have to dele-
te work to others to meet
eadlines. If you are too crit-
ical, others" enthusiasm and
cooperation will wane,

Leo Jul 23 - Aug 22

Leave well enough alone
when it comes to your per-
sonal life. Your greatest suc-
cess will come through pro-
fessional wheeling and
dealing. Don’t let your
emotions interfere with ca-
reer objectives,

Virgo aug 23 -Sep 22

It’s time to take a break. Ac-
tivities you enjoy will be re-
warding, Make it clear to
everyone that you need
time for hobbies.

Libra sep23-0a 22
Make up vour own mind.
Don't let anyone coerce
ﬁnu. Lowered vitality may
inder your participation
in group endeavors. You
should put your feet up and
relax for a change.

SCorpio Oc 23 - Nov2l
Dron’t sit at home. You can
establish a good friendship
or find romance. Don't lead
someone on if you really
aren't interested.

Sagittarius toy 22 - Dec 2l
Be careful not to overdo it.
Pamper yourself for a cha-
nge; or minor health prob-
lems may be an issue. You'll
be limited by exhaustion or
injury if you are reckless.

Capricorn Dec 22 - lan 19
Look ai all your options.
Make physical changes to
enhance your appearance,
such as a new hairstyle, or
start a fitness routine,

Aquarius Jan 20-Feb 18

Sudden changes in vour
routine may be upsetting.
You might want to lookinto
residential moves. If unin-
vited visitors drop in and
try to intrude, be honest.

Pisces reb 19 - March 20
This is a great day to make
amends or rekindle a flame
with your loved one. You
will both be in a mood for
closeness, and a ter un-
derstanding and commit-
ment can be reached. Enjoy
it while it lasts:

JUST ATHOUGHT

Vanity is as ill at ease under indifference, as

tenderness is under the love which it cannot return

George Eliot,
English author (1819-1880)




