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Militant presence pushes
Arsal farmers into debt

Landowners in border
town have been unable
to access their crops,
Ieadmg to losses

By Ghinwa Obeid
The Day St

BEIRUT: Ahmad al-Hueiris debts
have been piling u

Fic has been unable ind  stable
source of income after being denicd
access to his land on the outskirts of
the northeast border town of Arsal
for three years.

it she only aneia
hard times. Many of Arsals citizens
own land planted with cherrics and
apricots,and wed t0 make  ving
from selling their crops. They
are in a similar posi

"The il ol Auation
in the border town was thrust back
into the limelight when local farm-
ers demonstrated in front of the
Grand Serail Monday, protesting
losses they have suffered from being
anghe o sccs i land,

“I haven't visited my land for
thres yearo novs ok told The
Daily Star over the telephone. He
said he had four orchards planted
vith cherties and apricots on the
outskirts of the tow

“The main reason for my bein
unable to visit my lands i the pres-
of rebels on the outskirs, and
then at a later stage they clashed
with Hezbollah .. and peopl
coldn't g0 to her lands t al.
Most of my lands are in the
P od[where] Hesbollah ()
a

Hije

blonging 0 Dacsh
(1515; “and Jabhat Fagsh alSham,
formerly kniown as the Nusra Front,
briefly overran Arsal in August
2014, engaging in dealy cashes
with the Lebanese.
emain hol:d w_on the cowns

irts. The
R oﬁcn sk o chn o
erin the are:

T May 2015, Herbollah and the
Syrian Army launched a joint offen-
sive. it the Qalamoun regon to

i H
he used to make between LL30 mil-
fion and LL33 millon per year
“The lands weren't his only source
ofincgine - Hofii e he alo i
10 bring sheep from Syria and scll
them in Lebanon, but that grew dif-
ficult as well. “T used to make at
least LL10 million to LL1S million
from this. But now the income, from.
the trees and the sheep, has
stopped.” he added. “After”three
years, 1 now have a lot of debts.”
Hujeiri is trying to continue his
business. He buys sheep in order to
‘make some money, but said he can-
notafford to pay his suppliers.
them the whole
amount because I'am spending the
workisslow,

B
H

i which
incudes stone quarries and fat-
ties, used to generate around LL60.
ilhon, according t the mayor. But
now, the factories are not working
at full capacity due to the presence
of miltants.

“If just] one family member was
yorking, he coud support te fam-
ily” the m

i added that Syia efogees i
the town were competing wit
Lebanese businesses and undercut-
sing thee prces. He stinated the

VIEWPOINT |

|
Antonio

n Oct. 7, 2016, Anto-
nio Guterres was for-
allynomigated by ihe
U.N. Security Council

tobbe the next secretary-general of

dhe Unitd Nacions for e yar
ning Jan. 1, 2017.
“I have two words to describe

number of refugees in Arsal to be | what P fecling now - gratitude
around 100,000, compaced tosome. | and humiit. Humility about the
135,000 Lebanese. “The economic | - huge challenges ahea e

of the modern

lapse”the major sad. o

there is no revenue,” he said, “I¢s
not correct, but what can I do?”,

e mountain range.
“The Ammy S ally
0. They have checkpoints around
the town, and they don’t allow us to
80 for people’s safery,” Hujeirisaid,
ercleda ncidncacoupleof
months ago where a ma
with his wie and son f0 th town's
peripher H:smdrhemnnwxskllled
ind s familysusaned
Before the crisis, Hujeiri <aid bis
situation was much better, and thathe.
was able to provide a decent ife for
himself and the nine other members

debs.
fayor I-Hujeiri
il 2018 R osheschanged
everythit, paving the way for the
difficult _economic situation the.
town’s citizens now face.

“Arsal has been besieged for two
years now. What i devastating the
cconomy s hat A

o landn oider o repay i [

ingshop,decrid he diffcl s,
tion in_the town, saying he ha
resorted to borrowing money. to
make ends meet. He said limited
resources and a lack of alternatives
was having an impact on citizens,

2 no income. Those who
are able lend money to those who
need it,” he said.

Rajouh claimed there were over
1,000 shopsron by Syrian egees
in the

lands can’t be used,” he said. “lrs
agricultural land that has 4 million
trees that used to generste annual
revenue of LL20 billion, which we
are now denied.

Feyedthe dloss and found that here
are around 1,170 shops run by the
Syrians. They bring their products
from Syia and sl them at  much
lower price,” he said.

world. But it is aso humility tha
is required to serve the most vul-
bl victimsf conficsof
rorism, rights violations,
mdm,mmofm.sworidw
54 e it taction vpon
his nomination as quoted by the
Catholic News Agency.

Reviving trust in
the system

DIMA EL HASSAN

Guterres:

ing lessons to anybody, but work-
ingasa comenet 2+ aciato
alyst,

he make a difference?

Educated in physics and elec-
trical engineering a the Instituto
Superior Teenico in Lis
Guterres started as an academic
before joining the Portugal’s
Socialist Party in 1974 where his
political career began.

From 1995 t0 2002, he was the
prime miniter of Portugal and

Authorities save wolf after ad sparks outrage

By Susannah Walden
‘The Daily Star

BEIRUT: A wolf nursed its wounds
Tuesday on a secluded property in
the mountains above Beirut, his skin
flayed by the metal snare in which
Be was caught. His capiors had
and attempted to sell him.
ree people were taken in for
questioning by forces
ursday after one of their traps,
most lkly o o cach wild b

Sy ng 2,90l che mownans

by fatgic R

(ke in's cagt thes advereacd
onlme for $4,000.

“In the process of the wolf tring
<0 g avay[fom the wap b st
tore himsaif to pieces,” Jason Micr,
executive director of animal welfarc

haveno idea how many days he was
Tikethatbefore these peoplechecked
on their tra
“The NGO was made aware of the
wolf when those
Video of the animal i o
Social media vith the sale price in the
« Dressed for hunting, the
ol sl pomie o the Sl
the metal snare around is mi
e NGO and many who saw the
postsalerted the Agriculture Ministry,
shich hen ook acion, sud Elas
Thimbi, dieciorofamal sesonrces
forthe ministry. Astaffmember posed
o ipes and continec e woukk
besellrs to bring the animal to Dora,

“The wounded wolf slecps.

fully enforced.
“People don’t know the laws that
prohibit trading in these animals,”
Ibrah\m explained. “And the pohcc
-banon havr. alot of othery

of action in the next few days in col-
Iaboration with Animals Lebanon.
‘According to- Mier, the Interna-
tional Union for Conservation of
Nature has clear checKlists on how to

e

T e oo o ol s
taken into_the care of Animals
Lebanon Thursday evening, and
received veterinary care for wounds
around its belly and paws. The

s

ey s

removed, and so quickly when other

animals are not.”
Torahim acknowledged that the
jsry i comphaints

ministry_has
about other wild animals in captivity
and made atempes @ confecate

cicumstane, thy an be retumed
o  remain in captivity or be:
cubaried. "ldeally if it could be

sier because the captors wanted to

'xelllt I think in the future this will

happen lessbecause pecpl vil e

ust of Bumt There, polme apﬁlt-
hended

in for que
R
were released after a few hours but
st eman i thcouncy whilhe
estgation_continues. _Ibrahim
cacifiedthat huning and radingof
certain animals s llegal in Lebanon,
though he said Ll':cle is a lack of

organizatior
its recovery with the aid of a Kok
veinarian spesialsing n il i
ristopheGerard, “It
Gan most likely b reeased in &
Yk Gerardsad. [ Thevwound) i

big butifs not so bax
s,
of Agriculuure Minisr, an

what will happen yet,” Mier s
Other animals such ashyenas, por-
cupines and badgers are often taken
from thewid,and can be found i
makesh

2005 across
ook, “Fuentaly all 006 bave
chese anmals which heve bee taken
from the wid. . I¢s imporant 0. beca

s

understand why

‘There may also be greater public
presure dus to the iy of the ani
B Mier sid. Though not

e it e M
and ot many reaiz they are native
tothe country. Ibrahim agreed. ©

untry. It
isthe first imethis has happened with
3 woli and gso?le were surprised

know there were
wolvs in Lebancn

e Eamentin O Do
tenure, he was managed o score
‘many successes in domestic policy
reform, including the creation of
new cashtransfer programs
allowing for a strong cconomic
growth and a reduction in budget
deficits. He also zchlcvcd mile-
stones in_many

larity based on inuous
outreach to all sectors of the soci-

ety atalllevels.
He led UNHCR, the UN:s
o

ional impact not nly by eting
i e i
A Fothges and dejlum:
seckes, but b by estrct

< allocating
e sl s to 2o zonest
and ncressing i emergency
mpﬁcmes,nonblylorhe

rehogec o n S 8
walAfcan Repu R

ot other OIS
e Eowitar being a sllod
diplomat while having ~ bold
Stances in getting powerful coun-
iics t0 suppot helles peopls
andefuges wordwide

“We can't deter people flecing
e Tiej il ccme The

oice we have is how well e
e e ey
humanely,” hewmtem Sime m:
ingin Apcl2015: A the head of
R e dacobe b post o
Reutersas “an extraordinary pri
loge bt o bl fusstion

hl
soluuon i B
"ES 2015, an offi
e Hboed i A
General Assembly to present
aplicaton o Antonio Guterrs
o the post of secretary-general.
When roveaingthe scason for s
candidacyas UN,seretary -
G5l b s . “the s, lace
to address the root. cau
humanuffeing s h e of

N, system.”

it s B thaa UN,
chief should act “with humility,
without arrogance, without giv-

=8

re was no hnmammrr 3

an
Honest brokes & brdgebullder
and a messenger for peace,” as he
said while ndﬁressmg the General
Asembly s Api

fac ,Gu(e(ress::msmhave
in the game.” Unlike the
revious nine secretaries-general,

is diverse experience gives hoj

for his abiiy to maks 4 finda:
mental change, and thus regain
people’s trust in the values and
work of the United Nations.

His experience in domestic and
global affars, whether as prime.
minister_of & wealthy Western
European country or chicf of
UNHCR for 2 whole decads

28 of internal polces which may
hlp i seting fecive scateies
while considering the s
M e e
and realoating resurces and
capabiliies, and making_mos
i U e narons  for
many “UN-made” issues of
which the Sustainable Develop:
ment Goals form a major

humanitygs:
Rt how wil h dealvich the
Palestine. issue,

msolved prediciment of iy
 one of the problems

leading fo the UN.sexeaton?
come theother querieson
ow he wil be able to dare and

worlds hardest
issues,be i the global refugee cri-
sis, the worldwide surge of ter-
rorism, the Syrian war or the oth-
er regional conflcts, be they in
Yemen, Libya, Palestine or South
Sudan, among other. chzllqlgm
matters. How will he deal Wi
ot o e
with China and India? Flow will
he act with regard to Russia and

e West?

The official vote will take place
on Oct. 13, when the 193 mem-
bers of the UN. General Assem-
bly should approve his nomina-
sion. And thas when the game

prove to the world whether e
will be able o create a “new nor-
mal” at the United Nations = or
surrender to the forees of the sta-
tus quo.

Dima El Hassan i direcor of pro-
grams atthe Harir Foundation for Sus-
tainable Human Development. Email
her at dimah@harirfoundation.org.

Beirut a ‘wonderful catastrophe,’ architect Bernard Khoury says

By Nadine Ghaith
‘The Daily Star

BEIRUT: Amid the urban chaos of
‘modern-day Beirut rise  few contro-

Remai Iargcly faithful to the
colonial spiit, projects dating from
ihe 505 10 G
cign _ architectural
houry belives, without
xeeenulmg dhem 10 ol
“The rting

For better or for worse, depend:
ing onwhich version of Beirur her:
itage you prefe tenovned Lebanese

LIpOS
e,
dictated by Western rends,” hesaid.

Khoury argues that even if West-

his own interpretation of a complex
citys disputed history 5
“The op(:andposrwarpm—

abroad,
learned the lessons of the West, and
apply them in Lebanon in the hope

local ~architects have

regrd o highyays andsidvalks. In
Beirut, ope ms and
packs e allwantingor thisveryres-
son. “Practices that would work in
another kind of poliical and social
environment simply would not work
here,” Khoury told The Daily Star,
i e Bttt of v who
attempts them. He said alternative
Strategies ere necessary

“There is nothing
wrong with building

od, we perpenal convals o g an vemational cpuz- the ity over the ity’
Cenos” Khoury Sidofthecarly days * ton, “Credibily comes wih et
sferhe vl War.Intheabsence of  naional ecogniton,” e s !
viable state, as left dics in th
s of mechanisms o the Lebantee nation culturally and  U.S., Khoury returned to Beirut in

B cexeby archiecural iner-
pretations of the past have “refor-
mulated a colonial fantasy.”
History accounts for Beirut's
Ortoman and Frenh herage, buc
suc

politically _bankrupt,  Khoury
declared, extending the tragedy to
encompass the entire Arab world.
“This is the sad fate of the Arab
nagonsand pliial bankeupcin”

Beirut is nothing

the i, pes; mdzpmdcnce e

o iy e e
Rever looked at a¢ hisoricals it e
deleed: The modn ol ublic
ou grandiathers bl s ot i
hiscoric,” Khoury said.

e e Sl coviommens Whee

mark the

presence,” Khoury believes.

One symptom:of the governments
absence i he ac of publi spces.

“The lines berween public and private

space are heavily blurred even with

e early 90, and has since created
some of the eltys most conspicuous
projects. But it was not aays easy.
“T have had a lot of punches in the
face [a¢ the beginningl; 1 kept wait-
ing o buc B s nc being
uilt” he said. Without a compre-
hensive plan, Khioury believes Beirut
was just in perpecual development,
never achieving a clear vision.
“There caniot be infrastructure
without a political vision,” he said,
lamenting the fact that the same

liiians are in office today, and
ve not accountable for
their failure to build a_nation.

His otherwise flexible approach to
architectue. I you call one of his
buiings uly, ¥+ compliment

[

tiespromising the s gl
fllving thn
all of the master
L
the decades, the one involving the
most _privatization _belonged to
Solidere - the company tasked with
seconsucingth iy et n the
carly *90s. “It was the largest real
e dxclopment i he world t
time.” Khouty sad, “[but] we
e lot of opportuniiesto re-
ate meaning,” he added, stresi
that a lot of imported “reci
were brought in with the project.
With his own
has no common
mylf conadicing myself from
Street corner 1o the other,” he
s focus is on the people who
ion the project and. chose
“the

lans that
irut over

commissi
around them. He calls them

lim, peo-.
pleare more reevant than o

vesse to _common _tren
Khoury! er “cute.” This
seems to be the only consistency in

ds,

acone
should blend ones buid

Y oaishet et
& g that Beisat lacks the
required consistency. “This is not
Paris; we are not in Rome. There is
noclear coherent hiscory that s wric-
ten on the facades of our buildings,
G i e
1y on which we all agrce.”

inthe

was,” he continued, adding that the

space would become a garden.
Khoury believes retracing _the
brovery nsad of eplicing s 3
“Preserve what?

cannotbe
regmlnndxsnmmhnbn e because
iy ool “Those

Nobog, can ccape the. i
Beirut is an overcrowded ciy, but

In one of hi
Mar  Mikhael

Khoury aims to transform the “La
Grande Brasserie du Levant,” the
oldest brewery in Lebanon, into a
mixcdause. development, with what
he says i a historical approach.
‘Working with Capstone Develop-
ers, Khoury said the project was a
ieepration cfory despte k-
m heritage activists who
Comead rwould Auther damage e
bisorial fabic of o of the
heragerich e
hoodsin

“The old brewe il bea vid
everything else wil be built above
e Kiury seid. “What e ate
keeping is a celebration of what

o

Dl e AR
he Amercan suburbn
e e
“There is nothing wro i
building the city,over the city,” he
said. He believes Beiruts problem is
notits density, but the disconnected-
ness of its architecture, Glazed bal-
conies, dark entrances and narrow,
closed corridors are all part of the
problem.Khoury promises buld-
ing il ik peope i the open
space beyond their apartmens.
‘According to Khoury, his desigas
create opportunities for people o
reconnect ina city he describes as 2
“wonderful catastrophe.”




